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(Concluded from Page 105.) 


UT fome one may think, and, indeed, it has been ftudi- 
oully inculcated into the minds of the multitude, that a 
monarchy, evena limited one, isa far more expenfive mode ot 
civil government than a republic ; that a civil lift of a million 
a year, is an enormous fum which might be faved to the nation. 
Suppofing that every fhilling of this fum could be faved, and 
that every thilling of it was expended in fupporting the dignity 
of the crown—both which fuppofitions are entirely falle— 
ftill hould I think the liberty, the profperity, the tranquillity, 
the happinefs of this great nation cheaply purchaledb, {uch a 
fum; {till fhould I think that he would be a macman in politics, 
who would, by a change of the conftitution, rifk thefe bleffings 
(and France fupplies us with a proof that infinite rifk would 
be run) fora paltry faving of expence. Iam not, nor have 
ever been, the patron of corruption. So faras the civil lift has 
a tendency to corrupt the judgment of any member of either 
Houfe of Parliament, ithas a bad tendency, which I with it 
had not ; but { cannot with to fee the fplendour of the crown 
reduced to nothing, left its proper weight in the fcale of the 
conttitution fhould be thereby deftroyed, A great portion of 
Vox, XXII, 547, Q this 
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this million isexpended in paying the falaries of the Judges, 
the interpreters of our Jaw, the guardians of our lives and 
properties !—Another portion is expended in maintaining 
Ambafladors at different courts, to prote&t the general concerns 
of the nation from foreign aggreffion ; another portion 13 exe 
pended in penfions and donations to men of letters afd ine 
genuity 3 tomen who have by naval, military, or civil fervices, 
iuft claims to the attention of their country; to perfons of 
refpectable families and connexions, who have been humbled 
and broken down by misfortunes. I do not fpeak with ace 
curacy, nor on fuch a fubjectis accuracy requifite; but I am 
not far wide of truth in faying that a fifth part of the millionis 
more than fufficient to defray the expences of the royal houfe- 
hold——-What a mighty matter is it to complain of, that each 
individual contributes lefs than fixpence a year toward the fup- 
port of the monarchy ? 

That the conftitution of this country is fo perfe& as neither 
to require, or admit of any improvement, is a propofition to 
whichI never did, cr ever can aflent ; but I think it far too 
excellent to be amended by peafants and mechanics. I donot 
mean to {peak of peafants and mechanics with any degree of 
difrefpe& ; Lam not fo ignorant of the importance, either of 
the natural or focial chain by which all the individuals of the 
human race are connected together, as to think difrefpectfully of 
any link of it; peafants and mechanics are as ufeful to the 
ftate as any other order of men; but their utility confifts in 
their di fcharging well the duties of their refpective ftations; 
it ceafes when they affect to become legiflators ; when they 
intrude themfelve$ into conce rns, for which their education has 
not fitted them.—The liberty of the prefs is a main fupport of 
the liberty of the nation; it is a blefling which it is our duty to 
trani{mit to pofterity ; but a bad ufe is fometimes made of it: 
And its ufe is never more pernicious, than when it is employed 
to infufe into the minds of the loweft orders of the community 
a aging idea s concerning the conftitution of their country. 
No danger need be apprehe -nded from acandid examination of 
our own conftitution, or from a difplay of the advantages of 
apy other: It will bear to be contrafted with the beft ; but all 
men are not qualified to make the comparifon ; and there are 
fo many men, in every community, who with to have no go- 
vernnicnt at all, that an appeal to them on fuch a point, ought 
never to be made. 

‘There are, protably, in every government upon earth, cire 
cumittances which 2 pia, accultomed to the abitraci inveltiga- 
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tion of truth, may eafily prove to be deviations from the rigid 
rule of ftri€t political juftice; but while thefe deviations are 
either generally not known, or, though known, generally ac- 
quiefced in, as matters of little moment to the general felicity, 
I'cannot think it to be the part, either of a good man or of a 
good citizen, to be zealous in recommending fuch matters to 
the difcuffion of ignorant and uneducated men, 

Tam far from infinuating, that the fcience of politics is in- 
volved in myftery; or that men of plain underftandings thould 
be debarred from examining the principles of the government, 
to which they yield obedience. All that I contend for is this— 
that the foundations of our government ought not to be over- 
turned, nor the edifice erected thereon tumbled into ruins, be- 
caufe an acute politician may pretend, that he has difcovered a 
flaw in the building, or that he could have laid the foundation 
after a better model. 

What would you fay toa ftranger, who fhould defire you to 
pull down your houfe, becaufe, forfooth, he had built one in 
France or America after, what he thought, a better plan? 
You would fay to him—* No, Sir—my anceftors have lived in 
this manfion comfortably and honourably for many generations 5 
all its walls are ftrong, and all its timbers found; if I fhould 
obierve a decay in any of its parts, 1 know how to make the 
reparation without the afliftance of ftrangers; and I know 
too, that the reparation, when made by myfelf, may be made 
without injury either to the ftrength or beauty of the building. 
It has been buffeted, in the courfe of ages, by a thoufand 
Storms ; yet ftill it ftands unfhaken asarock, the wonder of all 
my neighbours, each of whom fighs for one of a fimilar con- 
ftruction. Your houfe may be fuited to your climate and 
temper, this is fuitedto mine. Permit me, however, to ob- 
ferve to you, that you have not yet lived long enough in your 
new houfe, to be fenfible of all the inconveniences to which it 
may be liable; nor have you yet had any experience of its 
ftrength ; it has yet fuftained no fhocks; the firit whirl- 
wind may fcatter its component members in the air; the firit 
earthquake may fhake its foundation ; the firit inundation may 
fweep the fuperftructure from the furface of the earth. I hope 

no accident willhappen to your houfe, but | am fatisfied with 
mine own,” 

Great calamities of every kind attend the breaking up of 
eftablithed governments; yct there are fome forms of governs 
ment, efpecially when they happen to be badly adminiftered, fo 
exceedingly deftructive of the happinefs of mankind, thata 
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change of them is not improvidently purchafed, at the expence 
cf the mifchief accompanying their fubverfion.- Our Go- 
vernment is not of that kind; look round the globe, and fee 
if you can difcover a fingle nation on all its furface, fo power- 
ful, fo rich, fo beneficent, fo free and happy as our own? May 
Heaven avert from the minds of my countrymen the flighteft 
with to abolith their contftitution ! 

“ Kingdoms,” obferves Mr. Locke, “ have been over- 
turned by the pride, ambition, and turbulency of private men; 
by the people’s wantonnefs and defire to caft off the lawful 
authority of their rulers, as well as by the rulers’ infolence, 
and endeavours to get and exercife an arbitrary power over the 
people.” The recent danger to our conftitution was in my 
opinion fmall; for I confidered its excellence to be fo obvious 
to men even of the moft unimproved underftandings, that I 
looked upon it as an idle and fruitlefs effort, either in foreign or 
domettic incendiaries, to endeavour to perfuade the bulk of the 
people to confent to an alteration of it in favour of a republic. 
I knew, indeed, that inevery country the flagitious dregs of a 
nation were always ripe for revolutions; but I was fenfible, at 
the fame time, that it was the intereft, not only of tae opulent 
and powerful 5 not only of the mercantile and middle clafles of 
life ; but even of honeft labourers and manufacturers, of every 
fober and induftrious man, to refilt the licentious principles of 
fuch peitilent members, fhall I call them, or cutcafts of fo- 
ciety, Men better informed and wifer than myfelf, thought 
that the conftitution was in great danger. Whether in fad 
the danger was great or {mall, it is not neceflary now to inquire; 
it may be more uteful to declare, that, in my humble opinion, 
the danger, of whatever magnitude it may have been, did not 
originate in any encroachments of either the legiflative or 
executive power ov the liberties or properties of the people ; 
but in the wild fancies, and turbulent tempers of difcontented 
or ill informed individuals. I iincerely rejoice that, through 
the vigilance of adminiltration, this turbuleacy has received a 
check. ‘The hopes of bad menhave been dilappointed, and 
the underftandings of miitaken men have been enlightened, 
by the general and unequivocal judgment of a whole nation; $ 
a nation not more renowaed for its bravery and its humanity, 
though juftly celebrated for both, than for its loyalty to its 
princes, and, what ts perfectly conlifteat with loyalty, for its 
Jove of liberty, aad attachment to the conftitution, Wile 
men have formed it, brave men have bled for it, it is our pait 
to pretery € ite 
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A Propofal for lending fmall Sums of Money, for a 
_ fhort Time, without Iniereft, to virtuous and indujflrious 
Perfons, labouring under temporary Difficulties. 


a. are the methods which humanity has fuggefted 
for the relief of poverty and diitrefs, while too little at- 
tention has been paid to plans for preventing thofe evils, which 
fo large a portion of mankind are born to fuffer. It is certain 
that the unhappy tranfition from competence to indigence is 
commonly occafioned by a temporary difficulty, which may be 
removed by a {mall affiftance from the hand of the benevolent, 
and all the confequent mifery avoided. The labourer, or ma- 
nufacturer, whofe daily induftry is barely fufficient to fupport a 
numerous family, is perhaps laid on the bed of fickneds, or, 
without any mifconduét, for a fhort time, may happen to be 
unemployed; his: wife and children immediately want bread, 
and fhortly after comes an unfeeling landlord, who fells the lit- 
tle furniture, and turns out the-poor wretches eitaer to ftarve, 
or become a burthen to the parifh. This fixes the deftiny 
of the unfortunate family for the whole remainder of life; for 
though there is a laudable pride even in the loweft individual, 
which makes him abhor the idea of being dependent on jarifh 
rates, and excites him to every exertion left the dear little ob- 
jects of his affeétion fhould be ftigmatized by the badge of 
paupers, yet when he finds the whole of the difgrace wholly 
unavoidable, and his name is once regiftered in the parochial 
records of the poor, he never ftrives to regain his indepen 
dence, becaufe he thinks his reputation irrecoverable. Too 
often alfo it bappens that for a {mall debt the poor man is hut 
up in prifon great part of his life, and rendered ufelefs to his 
family and the public ; and though the Society for liberating 
Perfons confined for fmall Debts has been much, and defervedly 
applauded, yet if charity thould begin her godlike work a little 
earlier, and prevent thofe unfortunate men from being dragged 
from ufcful employments, and the arms of tlieir lamenting 
families, much greater good would be done. This is evident 
on the flighteft confideration ; for when the father is come 
mitted to prifon, the children muit be provided for by the pas 
rith, or they will become vagrants and a peit to the public.— 
Tue wife muft thare deeply in their calamity, and perhaps 
6 abandons 
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abandons herfelf to defpair;* or if her temper be lively, and 
her perfon agreeable, her diftrefles may difpofe her to fubmit to 
the affluent feducer. The prifoner in the mean while forgets 
the habits of induftry, and learns thofe vices which the illite- 
rate indolent acquire in all fituations, but particularly in that 
{chool of immorality, 2 gaol. Very feldom indeed it happens, 
that after being difcharged from confinement he collects his 
fcattered family, refumes his former calling, and recovers his 
credit as an honeft induftrious man. 

The application of a little force may keep the wheels of in- 
duftry going, but if they are once fuffered to ftop, attempts to 
fet them in motion again are very rarely fuccefsful. Now 
could occafional relief be given to fuch a perfon while ftruggling 
with his adverfe condition, he might not only continue to be 
the fupport of his family, but in all probability would be foon 
able to repay a {mall fum of money, which might be lent him 
from a fund, if it fhould be inftituted for uch a beneficent pure 
pofe. And as the bafis of fuch an inftitution muft entirely 
depend on a careful difcrimination of character, the petitioners 
fhould come well recommended, by three or more refpectable 
neighbours, for their honefty and induftry, and as being per- 
fons who will probably be able to difcharge the loan within 
— months. 

Thofe who fhould abufe this charity, by refufing or negle&~ 
ing to return the money at the time propofed, to be cx- 
cluded from all future relief, and to be fued if their circums 
ftances fhould make their conduct criminal. For the credit 
of human gratitude, it is to be hoped that few fuch men will 
be found ; but as there muft be fome debtors to this inftitus 
tion, whole misfortunes by long continuance will keep them 
infolvent, it will be neceliary to have an annual fub{cription to 
fupport it. 

‘There are fome benevolent perfons who are not rendered fo 


giddy in the vortex of pleafure, nor fo deakened by the clamour 
of 


* One melancholy inftance of this, which occurred in the weft 
of England about three months fince, may here be mentioned :— 
A poor man, who fupported his family by carrying coals ona 
couple of fmall horfes, was arrefted for an inconfiderable debt, 
incurred by an accidental misfortune ; his wife fold his little flock, 
and even her {canty wardrobe, but unluckily the amount wes 
thort of the debt and coit by two guineas ; the hufband, therefore, 
was pulied away by the iron-grafp of bailiffs; and the poor wife, 
diftracted at the fcene of her hufband’s diftrefs, and the fhrieks of 
her children, went immediately and defiroyed herfelf. 
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of politics, but they ftill hear the cry of human diftrefs, and 
are ready to give every poffible fuccour. ‘To fuch only is this 
propofal addreffed, and they are earneftly requefted to give ita 
mature confideration, and not haftily difmifs it on account of 
fome apparent objections. 

The propofer is fenfible that great difficulties would attend 
the execution of this plan, but he does not think them infu- 
perable; and furely the benefit to be derived from it, to the vir- 
tuous and induftrious poor, is of fuch importance as would 
well juftify an experiment how far it is practicable. The come 
mon objection will be that few will be able and willing to repay 
the money they fhall borrow from fuch funds. But if a pros 
per regard be paid to character, ’tis likely this will not be found 
true. But even fuppofing this to be the cafe, certainly it is nota 
fufficient reafon for rejecting this propofal. For fhould the 
greater part of the fums thus advanced be funk, it muft be al« 
lowed that charity can never be exercifed in a more beneficial 
manner. The affiftance we give the poor is generally by alms’ 
to thofe, who either receive parifh-pay, or livein a ftate of in- 
dolence and vagrancy, and whofe impudence makes them in- 
trude on and harafs the benevolent. By fuch perfons the 
money is ufually mifapplied to the purpofes of intemperance, or 
unneceffary indulgence, or, at beft, affords but a thort relief 
without productive and lafting benefit. For much difcretion 
and ceconomy inthe management of alms cannot be expe@ed 
from thofe whofe imprudence and extravagance have, perhaps, 
contributed to reduce them to their unhappy fituation, But 
now if the money fo beftowed fhould be applied to extricate 
fober and diligent perfons embarrafied by cafual difficulties, the 
effect would be very different ; for we may lay it down asa 
rule, that where there is no profpect, but that of con{tant 
want, a temporary relief will be tranfient and ineffectual, but 
if the want be only temporary, affiftance will be of the molt 
permanent and happy confequence. In this latter cafe we 
diftribute the feeds of charity, which, by the care and culti- 
vation of the receiver will not be hidden in the earth, but of 
which the good and faithful fervant will make a tenfold ine 
creafe. 

Should thefe ideas coincide with the fentiments of thofe 
perfons, who, like the founder of Chriftianity, are actuated by 
univerial philanthropy, the author of this add:cfs will think 
himfelf greatly obligec if they will be kind enough to let him 
know to what extent fuch an inftitution fhould receive their 
fupport ; and they are humbly requefted at the fame time to 
9 favour 
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favour him with their opinion on this fubject, and give him 
fome hints for improving this {cheme, and guarding againft its 


abufes, 
Be pleafed to direct to the Rev. H. A. M. to be left with 


Meflis. Goadby and Lerpiniere, at Sherborne, Dorfet, poft- 
paid. 





On the Cultivation of Land with Potatoes. 
‘By Samuet Dunn, E77. 


[From the Tranfactions of the Society of Arts, Manufactures, and 
Commerce. } 


F coma comply with the with of the Society, that I would 
inform them of the quantity and value of the wheat which 
grew upon the acre and a half of land that I fed with potatoes 
in the fpring of 1790, inftead of having a fummer fallow to 
kill weeds and quick grafs, as I had been advifed to do; and 
which wheat was fown on the fame land from whence the po- 
tatoes were taken inthe month of Odtober following, with 
only one ploughing, and no frefh manure. 

This account will, I doubt not, be very pleafing to the So- 
ciety, as well becaufe of its extraordinary value, as that it will 
further prove how beneficial the growth of potatoes is, and 
the eafieft and moft advantageous way of bringing land into 
order, when filled with noxious weeds, 2s mine was. 

The wheat has been all threfhed out, and meafured under 
my own infpection, and produced eight quarters and a half of 
clean corn. 

L Se ad, 


Six quarters, fold for feed, at 445. - 13 4 0 
Two quarters and a half more, not fold, 14 bufhels 
of which we kept for our own feed (the price of 





wheat is fallen) : Therefore fay, at 415. - 5 2 6 
Hinder ends from ditto, two bufhe!s, at 3s - o 6 0 
Straw from ditto, 16 threave, at 1s. 6d. - I 4 0 
Short ftraw from ditto, worth - ” o> * 

20 1 6 


Expences 
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Expences attending the Growth of the Wheat, &c. 


Lot d, 
Ploughing an acreand a half of land - os 2 
Paid for feed - - - 1 6 6 
Sowing and harrowing - - o 4 0 
Weeding - - - o 2 8 
A boy to guard the wheat from the birds, 30 days, 
at 4d. - - - - 010 O 
Reaping the corn, being very thick grown and ftrong 
corn, two men, two days, at 2s. - o 8 Oo 
Waggons, horfes, and men, to bring it home © 4 9 
Tohrefhing 15 days in harvett time, at 2s. - 110 0 
Dreffing the corn - - - 2 3 
Rent for one year, at 20s. per acre, being the moft it 
has been let for, though worth more - 110 0 
Taxes on ditto, about - ~ o 310 


Total ht 3.9 





This fum, deduted from the total value as above, leaves 
13]. 148. 3d. clear profit, the rent and taxes being accounted 
for. 

I muft beg leave further to obferve to the Society, that this 
experiment of mine, made in fome degree under their fanction, 
will appear to have completely anfwered the end propofed : 
The land is freed from the weeds and the quick grails, with 
which it was over-run ; the owner of it is very much bene- 
fited, in point of profit ; and tie country farmer convinced at 
leaft, if not informed, that this method of tillage may very 
prudently be practifed in future. 

[In the ninth volume of thefe tranfaQions, page 38 to 44, 
is inferted an account given by Samuel Dunn, fo. of an 
experiment made on one acre anda baif of land, which was 
cultivated by him with potatoes, inttead of lying undera 
fummer fallow; and the Society having this year reccived the 
above account from Mr, Duan, itatiag the advantages relulting 
from that practice, the filver medal was voted to iim for thele 
communications. ] 





AN ARBAB &..T & 


" ORD GEORGE GERMAINE, who, like all other 
politicians, was occalionally the prey of. faciion and party 


Von, XXII. 547. R malignity, 
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malignity, during the time that he was Minifter for that unfor- 
tunate department of State calledthe American one, behaved 
with the greateft noblenefs and independence of {pirit. A 
fecond naval review was propofed during the American war, 
and that too at a time in which this noble Lord thought the 
fhips that were to afford the amufement of it, would be much 
better employed in the Weit Indies. He went immediately to 
the Council with his refignation in his pocket, threatening in- 
ftantly to give up his place if the fhips that were wanted for 
operations of infinite moment and concern were to be made 
ufe of for fo trifling an occafion, The naval review did not 
take place—Lord George’s behaviour in this inftance fhows 
what a proper degree of influence, in any Cabinct whatfoever, 
a Minifter of integrity and {pirit mutt ever obtain. 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
ING’s BENCH, July 6. 
Special ‘Jurys 
Woop verfus MopIcLianL 


This was an aétion upon a Policy of Infurance. 





A Gentleman of the county of Cornwall, of the name of 
4 \% Trevannion, had Jent to a Captain of a fhip, named 
Miles, the fum of 350]. who, asa fecurity, had affigned over 
his thi » called the Commodore Hood, wiich was then about 
to proceed upon a voyage from Falmouth to Swanfea. Mr. 
‘Trevannion immediately wrote up to London to his agent, the 


* 
~ 


plaintiil, deliring to infure the vetlel; inftead of this, 
wrote back, that the beft way would be for the 
un himileif to make the infurance, and then canal the 
2him. la anfwer to this, My. Trevannion wrote, that 


‘ 
oo 


on roe ees 


13 : . 

i¢ could not have infurance effected by the Captain, becaufe 
e vetlel had departed fom e days beiore, nor had he heard of 
erfince. He siefired’him, therefore, to effect the infurance 
med: 1, , ) nferance. haueve fed , ld 

iinmediatesy, v infurance, however, he fuppefed wou 
net operate, but as fubscgucotto the date of itsexecution. Mr 
Wood, upon tiis,cinployed a broker, who intuied the voyage 
onthe rot of Marcu, at ome aftida half per cent. with the 


dciendar nt, and three clier Laokers. 
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The veffel was totally loft. Having failed on the r1th fhe 
met with a ftorm, by which the crew were forced to abandon 
her on the 13th, when fhe was on the point of finking, within 
about thirty leagues of Ireland, and were picked up and car- 
ried to Wexford. On the 14th they made the regular proteft 
at that place. 

From thefe facts it was argued by Mr. Erfkine for the plain- 
tiff, that no fraud could have been meditated, as it was ime 
poflible for Mr. Trevannion, when he wrote on the 16th, to 
have known that the veffel had funk on the 13th. He undere 
ftood that the claim was to be refifted on account of the letter 
ftating the veilel’s having failed, and not having been fince 
heard of, and which had not been fhewn to the underwriters. 

Witnefles were called, who proved the feveral facts above 
ftated. It was alfo proved by the three other underwriters, 
that they had paid their fhares on the lofs. 

Mr. Garrow, for the defendant, infifted that his client was 
not to be bound by the conduct of the other underwriters, but 
that he had a right to come there, and take the opinion of the 
Court upon the merits of the cafe. It was true*that the claim 
was refifted,on the ground of Mr. Trevannion’s letter not 
having been fhewn; becawfe, if the circumftances of the 
veflel’s having aétually failed from Falmouth had been dif- 
clofed, they perhaps might not have infured her at all, or elfe 
they would have required a higher premium for fo doing. 

‘Two of the underwriters, who had paid their fhares, proved, 
that Mr. Trevannion’s letter of the 16th had not been pro- 
duced when the infurance was made. They alfo proved, that 
if it had been fo produced, it would have caufed an advance on 
the premium. 

Lord Kenyon left the whole cafe to the Jury, as it wasa 
fubject they were much better converfant in than he could be. 

The Jury found a verdict for the plaintiff. 





SaTuRDAY, July 6. 


Lockwoop and PARKINSON verfus SerT. KNOWLDEN. 


THIS is acaufe of great importance to all perfons cone 
cerned inhops: Planters as well as dealers and brewers. 

The action was brought to recover damages on fix bags of 
hops (a part of fourteen) which the plaintiffs had purchafed of 
the defendant in O&tober laft. Upon examination fhortly 

R 2 after, 
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after, they appeared agreeable to fample; but having ftood 
fome months, they decayed and became unfit for ufe. 

Mr. Bearcroft opencd the caufe by ftating the circumftances, 
in his ufual clear and concife manner, and then” proceeded to 
call witnefles ; ; 

It afipeared from the different perfons employed in conveying 
the hops, that no injury had happened to them under their 
care; and it was the unanimous opinion of feveral refpectable 
gentlemen, judges of the article, that no external injury could 
have produced fuch a change, and that it muft have arifen from 
the hops recciving fome improper moifture previous to their 
bagging. 

Mr. Erfkine, for the defendant, did all that ingenuity and 
ability could do. He crofs-examined the evidenge ; then 
addreffed the Jury in behalf of his client; and afterwards in- 
trodaced, as witnefies, men that cured and bagged the hops, 
who {wore they were jufily managed. Being quettioned by one 
of. ihe Jury, refpeQing the ufe of brimftone, they confefled it : 
This being an illegal practice, ferved to weaken their tefti- 
mony. 

Mr. Bearcroft, in conclufion, dwelt for fome time upon the 
flagrant injuftice of the cafe; aflured the Jury, that inftances 
of the fame kind were numerous, and then urged them to 
check the growing evil, by eitablifhing a precedent in the res 
lief of the plaintiffs. 

L rd Kenyon faid, he had no obfervation to make, that 
would render the cafe plainer. 

The Jury, without leaving the Court, brought in their ver- 
di& for the plaintiffs ; by which the defendant is to take back 
the damaged hops, pay all the expences incurred fince the time 
of purchafe, and cofts of fuit. 


— 


K I N G’s BEN C H. 
Monpay, July 8. 





Wattace and Another verfus Wi1Gan and Others. 


THIS action was brought againft the affignees of a bank- 
rupt to recover the fum of 800). 

Mr. Erfkine ftated, that the plaintiffs were merchants living 
at Waterford in Ireland; and being in the habit of tranfmitting 
bacon to this country for fale, had employed Mefits. — 

anc 





tood 


Ices, 
ed to 


ying 
their 
able 
ould 
rom 
heir 


and 
‘hen 


OPS, 
one 


{ti- 


the 
ices 
1 to 
res 


hat 


ere 
ick 
me 


ng 
ag 
ris 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 193 


and Price, merchants at Briftol, as confignees ; and the confignees 
employed aperion of the name of Field as their factor, who 
became a bankrupt. The plaintiffs had fhipped a large quan- 
tity of bacon on board the veflel Sukey, for Meffrs. Harris and 
Price; but having fome reafon to fufpe& the folvency of 
Mefits. Harris and Price, they had only tranfmitted them an 
unindorfed bill of lading. ‘The plaintiffs foon after tranfmitted 
an indorfed bill of ladingto Mefirs, Puget and Bambridge; 
but before the indorfed bill of lading came to hand, Field had 
taken poffeffion of the goods, The queftion was, Whether 
the goods had come into the poffeffion of Field according to 
the intention of the confignors? The evidence adduced having 
fatisfied the Jury that Field had no title to the goods, tue vers 
dict was for the plaintiffs for Sool. 





HAWKESWORTH verfus GRANT. 


THIS action was brought againft the defendant, for nege 
IeGting to do his duty as a broker. 

Mr. Erfkine faid, the plaintiff was the widow of the late 
ingenious Dr. Hawkefworth, and had employed the defendant to 
effect a policy of infurance of an annuity on the lifeof Mr. 
Highmore. Meil. Frafer and Willock had under-wrote this 
annuity; but fhortly after this adjuftment of the policy, the 
underwriters became bankrupts.—The queftion was, Whether 
the defendant ufed due diligence to obtain from the underwriters 
the payment, which became due feveral days before they be- 
came bankrupts ?—~It being fatisfactorily proved that he did, 
the Jury found for the defendant. ; 








COURT f COMMON PLEAS 


Martin verfus MAsTERMAN and Another. 


THIS was acaufe of great importance to perfons ufing the 
navigation of the River Thames, 

The plaintiff claimed the foil of the River Thames fronting 
his houfe, from high to low water-mark, and brought this 
action againft the defendant for laying his veflel there after 


Notice. 
The 
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The plaintiff’s Counfel contended, that his ufage and pofs 
fefion of the mooring-chain, and letting the foil for a period of 
29 years, were fuflicient to maintain this action. 

The defendant’s Counfel contended, that this action could 
not be maintained, for that by the common law, the River 
Thames being a public navigable river, the ground between 
high and low-water mark belongs prima facie to the King, or 
thofeto whom he grants the fame; and that in this cafe, the 
foil of the River “Thames belonged to the city of I,ondon, as 
the grantees of the crown. 

The Lord Chief Jufiice faid, he was fo extremely appre 
henfive of the confequences of the claim of frontage giving a 
right to the foil, that he thought himfelf bound to give his opi- 
nion fully, that no fuch right exifted, 

The plaintiff, therefore, was non-fuited. 





To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 


HE following account of one of the earlieft and moft 
diftinguifhed advocates for the opprefled Africans will 
not, I prefume, be unacceptable to your readers; and by in- 
ferting it in your valuable Mifcellany, you will much oblige, 
Your humble fervant, 
S. M. N. 
Somerfetfhire, Fuly 135 1793. 





The Life of Anthony Benezct, an eminent Quaker. 


ANTHONY BENEZET was of a reputable family, 
and was born at St. Quintin, in Picardy, in the year 1713.— 
His father was one of the many Proteftants, who, in conic- 
quence of the perfecution which followed the revocation of the 
edict of Nantzy fled from France, and fought an afylum in fo- 
reigncountries. After a fhort ftay in Holland, he fettled with 
his wife and feveral children in London, in 1715. 

Having received a liberal education, Anthony ferved an ap- 
prenticefhip in an eminent mercantile houfe in London, In 
1731, the whole family removed to Philadelphia. His three 
brothers followed trade fuccefsfully ; but Anthony’s tafte not 
agreeing with the {pirit of commerce, and his purfuits being 
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dire&ted to worthier objects than the attainment of wealth, he 
chofe the humble, but ufeful occupation of initruQing young 
people in the paths of knowledge and virtue. 

Soon after his arrival in America, he joined in profeffion 
with the people called Quakers. ‘The exertions of that fo- 
ciety to annihilate the unchriftian practice of holding Negroes 
in flavery are well-known: In thefe endeavours, it is pre- 
fumed that no individual took a more active part than this 
worthy citizen of the world. 

Benezet poffefled an univerfal philanthropy, which was net 
common at that time. He regarded as his brothers, all men, 
of all countries, and of all colours. He compofed many 
works, in which he collected the authorities from {cripture, and 
fron other writings, to difcourage and condemn the flave-trade, 
and flavery. His works had much influence in determining 
the Quakers to emancipate their flaves. 

Befides feveral fmaller tracts, which were generally d'fperfed, 
he publifhed, in 1762, © An Account of Guinea;” of which 
the fourth edition has lately appeared :. And, in 1767, he alfo 
publifhed his “ Caution and Warning to Great Britain and 
her Colonies.” —With the fame benevolent views, he not only 
availed himfelf of every opportunity of perfonal application, 
but alfo correfponded with many perfons in Europe, America, 
and the Weft-Indies. ‘Though mean in his appearance, duch 
was the courtefy of his manners, and fo evident the purity of 
his intentions, that he had ready accefs to people of all deicrip- 
tions, and obtained the refpect of the few whom he failed to 
influence. 

[Benezet carried always in his pocket a copy of his works 
on the Slavery of the Blacks, which he gave and recommended 
to cvery one he met, who had not feenthem. It is a method 
generally tollowed by the Society of Friends. ‘They extend 
the works of utility; and it is the true way of making profe- 
lytes.—Briflot’s ‘Travels in the United States of America. ] 

Apprehending that much advantage weuld arife, both to in- 
dividuals and tae publick, from inftru@ing the Black people 
in common learning, hie zealoufly promoted the eftablithaent 
of a tchool, in Phijadelphia, for that purpofe. His endeavours 
were fuccefsful, and a ichool for Negroes was intiituted, and 
has been fupported ever fince; principally by the Religious So- 
Cicty, of which he was a member 3 ja which, however, they 
have been libercily aflifted by well diipoled perfons of other de- 
nominations. [Ur. Willon, ihe late rector of St. Stephen’s, 
Walbrook, a fhorc time betore his deceafe, fent sol, iicrling, 
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to be applied to the fupport of this fchool; intending to have « 


doubled the benefaétion ; but he died before he effeéted his 
benevolent purpofe. ] 

The laft two years of his life Benezet devoted to a perfonal 
attendance on this fchool; being earneftly defirous that the 
Black people might be better qualified for the enjoyment of 
that freedom, to which great numbers of them had then been 
reftored. Tothis, which he conceived to bea religious duty, 
he facrificed the fuperior emoluments of his former {chool, and 
his bodily eafe, although the weaknefs of his conftitution 
feemed todemand indulgence. 

By his laft will he direéted, that, after the deceafe of his 
widow, his whole little fortune (the favings of 50 years ine 
duftry) fhould, excepting a few {mall legacies, be applied to 
the fupport of this Negroe {chool, which had been fo much in- 
debred to his care and benevolence ; and which, by the help 
of the donations of the Society of London, enjoys now a re- 
venue of 200). fterling. 

“ There exifts, then,” exclaims M. Briffot, “ a country 
where the Negroes are allowed to have fouls, and to be endowed 
with underftandings capable of being formed to virtue and 
ufeful knowledge ; where they are not regarded as beafts of 
burden, in order that we may have the privilege of treating 
them as fuch. There exifts a country, where the Blacks, by 
their virtues and their induftry, belye the calumnies which 
their tyrants elfewhere Javifh againft them; where no diffe- 
rence is perceived between the memory of a black head whofe 
hair is craped by nature, and that of a white one craped by art. 
lhave had a proof of this, to-day. I have feen, heard, and 
examined thefe Black children. ‘They read well, repeat from 
memory, and calculate with rapidity. I have feen a picture 
painted by a young Negro, who never hada mafter: It was 
furprifingly well done. 

“ The Black girls, befides reading, writing, and the princie 
ples of religion, are taught fpinning, needle-work, &c. and their 
miftrefles atlure me, that they ditcover much ingenuity. They 
have the appearance of decency, attention, and fubmiffion. 
It is a nurfery of good fervants, and virtuous houfe-keepers. 
How criminal are the plasters of the iflands, who torm but to 
debauchery and ignominy creatures fo capable of being fae 
fhioned to virtue ! 

“ Ic is to Benezet thathumanity owes this ufeful eftablifhment. 
He confecrated his fortune and his talents to their inftructions 
and, in 1784, death remo,ed him from this holy occupation, to 

receive 
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receive his reward. After a few days illnefs, he died at Phila 
delphia. ‘The interment of his remains was attended by feves 
ral thoufands of all ranks, profeffions, and parties, who appeared 
fincerely to unite in deploring the lofs of this friend of man- 
kind. ‘The mournful proceffion was clofed by fome hundreds 
of thofe poor Negroes, who had been perfonally benefited by 
his labours, and whofe behaviour on the occafion affectingly 
evinced their gratitude, efteem, and regard for their indefati- 
gable benefactor. 

“ Thetears of the Blacks, which watered his tomb,” fays 
Briffot,§ ‘ the fighs of his fraternity, and of every friend or 
humanity, which attended his departing fpirit, muft be a prize 
more confoling than the laurels of a conqueror.” —* Servant 
of God, well done, well haft thou fought the better fight !”” 


*,* Someaccount of John Woolman, an excellent coad- 
jutor of Benezet, in the facred caufe of humanity, would be 
highly acceptable to feveral conftant readers of the Weekly 
Entertainer. 


§ The celebrated Brifflot, who is now clofely imprifoned in 
France. 





The following Anecdote is related in the fubfequent Extraé 
of a Letter from an Officer in the Navy to a Friend in 
Gloucefter fhire. 


« Dear S, 


“ HE following anecdote I think deferves to be recorded, 
let it belong to enemy or friend, and for the truth of 
which I can vouch: 

“ Captain Moulon, who commanded the, Cleopatra, fought 
the Nymph with the greateft bravery; andthough with the 
vanity of an Englifhman, I have no doubt fhe would have been 
taken at all events; yet certainly the wheel of her tiller, and 
mizen matt being fhot away, accelerated it much. Her brave 
commander, no doubt, was determined never to furrender ; 
for in his coat pocket he kept the private fignals of the whole 
French coaft, which of all others an enemy withes to get pof- 
feffion of, and which, during the whole of. the late war, the 
French fhips threw over-board when coming to action, This 
Captain Moulon would not do; bu: kept them about him in 

Vou, XXII, 547. S cafe 
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cafe of accidentsx—He was by a large fhot cut almoft in two, 
and in the midtt of the agonizing torture of his wounds he 
took from his pocket a paper which he thought was the private 
fignals, and died, tearing it in pieces with his teeth. What 
attoni(hing refolution and recollection, (with his back half 
torn off) to remember how great might be the difadvantage to 
his country, fhould the enemy be in pofleffion of their private 
coatt fignals! 

“ ‘This was the cafe; for he miftook his commiffion for 
the private fignals. Captain M. was afubaltern officer in the 
old French navy ; but 1 hope for my own fake they have not 
many fuch.” 


138 





Melancholy Situation of a Welch Clergyman. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 


Shall be glad if you will pleafe to infert in your ufeful En- 
tertainer, a few lines in behalf of a worthy, but poor dif- 
trefed clergyman of the eltadlifhed church, the Rev. Mr. 
Mergan Williams, who has been confined in this gaol fince 
OSobver laf, for a debt due to a printer, of 18). 16s. for 
printing a work called “ A Treafury of Theological Know 
ledge.’ This feemed to be a work of great labour, and in 
which he had fo much merit, as induced ~ me to help him, if 
poflible, out of his difficultics. Upon enquiry, I find he is a 
perion of good character—fober, and very attentive to the du- 
ties of his funtion. 

He was ordained in the ycar 1774, and for 15 years has 
ferved three churzhes in the moft hilly part of Breconthire, for 
the {mali fum of 351. per annum. To dothis, he was engaged 
from feven in the morning till five in the evening ; generally cat 
barley bread and the plaineft diet, to enable him to appear in 
decent apparel, coniiftent with his profeffion. His difficulties 
have ariicn principally from being joined in fecurity for debt, 
Cue toa creditor of his father’ s. He was called upon to pay 
off about 601. which took away the proceeds of the fale of 

thofe books he had delivere d, and his having a fall from his 
Ferfe, and being comfned onthe road at an inn, for about three 
nonths, when he was felling his books, and being hattily called 
upon 
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upon and arrefted before he could deliver the remainder, has 
reduced him to this unhappy fituation. His whole debts 

















amount to 1201. 

tWO, Iam, very refpectfully, your’s, &c. 

Is he A SON of the CLERGY. 

Shes Carmarthen, Fuly 4, 1793- 

. half 

ge to 

ivate A CURIOUS REMARK, 

n for [From Dr. Reid’s “ Inquiry into the Human Mind.’’] 

. oe Pyro muft fee imperfectly at firft; but by ufing 

is their eyes, they learn to ufe them in the beft manner, and 
acquire, without intending it, the habits neceflary for that pure uf | 

ae pofe. From the time that children begin to ufe their hands, MW 
nature directs them to handle every thing over and over, to ei 
look at it while they handle it, and to put it in various pofitions, f 
and at various diftances from their eyes. We are apt to ex- rh 
cufe this as childifh diverfion, becaufe they muft be doing i 
fomething, and have not reafon to entertain taemfelves in a more ay 
manly way. But if we think more juftly, we fhall find that 

En- they are engaged in the moit ferious and important ftudy ; and 4 

‘dif. if they had all the reafon of a philofopher, they could not be aay | | 

Mr. more properly employed. For it is this childith employment aa | 

Gui which enables them to make the proper ufe of their eyes.— Bl 

for They are thereby every day acquiring habits of perception, 
toms which are of greater importance than any thing we can teach 


4 ia them. 
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ro Anfwer, by W. Watts, of Penzance, to Curiofus’s Queftion, ine 
jerted April 15. 

; “ PUT x= the number fought: 

aged Then will x +x* 1-3d=12 as per queftion, 

aes And x*=12—x3 

ilties #2 X93 5xX*— + 432x—1728 =0 

debt, From whence xis found by Sir Ifaac Newton’s method of di- 
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++ Wehave received the like anfwer from J. B. Chivers, 
of St. Auftell; S. T. Gundry, of Penzance; W. Harvey, of 
Camborne; W. Davies junior, of Gluvias; W. R. of St. 
Stephen’s; and Sciolus, of Briftol. 





Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, ta Fidelia’s Charade, 
inferted May 20. 


| ip dome the CORK-SCREW, honeft Jack, 
Beer we'll have then in a crack 3 

All ye tipplers of renown, 

Come with me, and all fit down, 

And fing a fong, and drink a glafs, 

And let the toaft of “ Riddlers” pafs. 


*4+* We have received the like anfwer from R. Kittow, of 
Eglofkerry; Agarbus, and W. C. junior, of Taunton; Au- 
tomatarius, of Caryienfis; and M. Ager, of Ipplepen. 





Anfwer, by Eremita, of Wefton Leyland, to T. Giles’s Enigma, 
inferted May 20. 


EHOLD the FOX, in hot purfuit, 
By hounds and horfes chafed about. 


iji]]) We have received the like anfwer from R. D. and 
]. B. Chivers, of St. Auftcll; and W. Brewer, and A. Apiey, 


of Taunton. 





Anfwer, by O.8. of Brifiol, to Fohn Tayler’s Rebus, inferted the 
20th of May. 


HE MISER, on the human race 
Reficéis indelible difgrace. 
tit We have received the like anfwer from Eremita, of 
Welton Zoyland; J. B. Chivers, of St. Auitell; W. C. ju- 
nior, W. Brewer, and A. Apley, of Taunton; Ek. Giddy, and 
J. Traer, of Truro; and W, Sinkins, of Dodbrook. 


4 RELBUS, 
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4 REBUS, by Thomas Welch, near Wivelifconbe. 
N infect, Sirs, you muft firft find; 


And next a city call to mind; 
A certain liquor next find out ; 
And then a King, without a doubt ; 
A foreign fpice you muft difplay ; 
And next a root without delay; 
A bird which moftly flies by night; 
And laft a fnare you’ll bring to fight : 
Join th’ initials right and true, 
A Berkfhire town you'll bring to view. 








4 CHARADE, by 7. G. Fohus, of Kentifbear. 
E Britith bards, that wih to fhine, 


Ken yonder neighbouring green, 
For there my firft you'll foon define, 
Where pleafure decks each fcene. 


Now look about, ye myftic train, 
An animal behold, 

With him my fecond’s to be feen, 
Gay youths! the fame unfold. 


But now ingenious riddiers ftop, 
Unite my fcourging prize; 

And let atear of pity drop, 

Ere haplefs Mungo dies. 
SRK IK KERN ROOK BOOK 
*1* Sciolus, of Briftal, perfectly agrees with Afr. Upjohn, that 
it is very poffible for different Perjans to propofe the fame Quef= 
tious; and at the fame Time obfcrves, that in his Remark on the 
Queftion inferted on the 11th of February, he has not charged 
fr. Upjohn with Plagiarifm, Befides, in Simpfan’s tie Queftion 
may be found, in Bonnyca/ile’s, and probably in other Treaties of 
Llgebra from which, and Mr, Upjohn’s fo particularly requcfting 
an Anjwer the Step-way, Sciolus concluded it was re-propofed on 
that Account. But as this formal Method is recommended in long 
and tedious Operations only, Sciolus thoucht it ufelefs to trefpafs on 
the Limits of the Entertainer in applying it ta the Salution of fo 
Jimple a Queftian 


POETRY, 
































POET R Y. 


THE LONGEST DAY. 


ONGEST of all the annual train, 
Mark’d in his filent round by Time; 
With thee {weet Summer comes again, 
To deck with flow’rs our northern clime. 
Say, why of thee, neglected itill, 
Sleeps the fweet mufe of Pindus’ hill ? 
Why mute the poet’s lay? 
Yet other themes they wanton fing, 
But, Oh! negleé& to tune a ftring, 
To hail the Longeft Day. 


Blythe trips the milk-maid crofs the dale, 
And as fhe carelefs wends along, 
With ruddy cheeks and flowing pail, 
Gives the {weet tribute of a fong: 
That artlefs fong of joy and love, 
Young Zephyr bears to Echo’s grove, 
Who gives without delay, 
The pleafing ftrain its airy round, 
While many a cliff returns the found, 
And hails the Longeft Day. 


That power which gave yon orb on high, 
Its genial fires their wond’rous force, 
Sends the dread mandate thro’ the fky, 
“ Here, now be ftay’d thy glowing courfe;” . 
On the pale north thy beams beftow, 
And bid the fhiv’ring native glow, 
His frozen blood to play; 
Let him, beneath his arctic fkies, 
See verdure wake, and flow’rs arife, 
And hail the Longeit Day. 


Time 
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Time was—but, Oh! fond Memory ceafe, 
“ Nor wake Refleéction’s bitter tear ;” 
Nor bring again thofe hours of peace, 
Which f{mil’d for me throughout the year— 
When ftretch’d beneath thy woodbine bow’r, 
Joy follow’d joy each pafling hour, . 
And all was fweetly gay; 
Ere Sorraw’s with’ring hand had fpread 
Time’s filver livery o’er my head, 
To cloud the Longeft Day. 


Dear partners in each pleafing fcene, 
That pafs’d away with viewlefs fpeed, 
Oft, by yon brook, at eve ferene, 
We've {weetly fate, or rang’d the mead : 
And ’neath our fav’rite greenwood tree, 
With Mirth’s light foot, and cheerful glee, 
We’ve danc’d in trim array 5 
Or, fportive on the village green, 
With little ruftics oft were feen 
To hail the Longeft Day. 


Yet tho’ life’s rugged path I tread, 
With throbbing heart and ftreaming eyes ; 
Tho’ dark uncertainty o’erfpreads, 
My vary’d profpects as they rife; 
Yet, pointing thro’ the dark profound, 
Hope, {weetly filing, fpreads around 
Her animating ray ; : 
Where pleafures bloom for ever new, 
And ne’er a cloud of murky hue 
Obfcures the Longeft Day. 








—-——-. 


For thee Werxuty ENTERTAINER. 
O DE T O R AG E. 


ENCE, inflaming pow’r, depart! 
Ne’er fhalt thou invade my heart; 
Softer paffions there fhall reign, 
Paffions that infufe no pain. 
When the deeply wounded breaft 
Has receiv’d thee as its guett, 
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Joy and peace that moment flee 
From the heart that harbours thee. 


Gloomy horrors on thee wait, 

Fell revenge and deadly hate 5 
Furies fhake their hiffing hair, 
And their fiery torches glare ; 
Hence enkindled flames the breaft 
That admits thee as its gueft; 

Far all joy and pleafures flee 

From the heart that harbours thee. 


Where the fteely falchions blaze, 
(Widely flafh the gleaming rays) | 
And the clanging trump from far 
Sounds the prelude of the war; 
‘Thou that panteft then for blood 
Glut thyfelf and fwill the flood : 
Every throbbing heart infpire 

With thy hot vindictive fire ; 

But inflaming paffion flee 

Far away, I beg, from me. 
Flathing eyes that ftraining roll 
Then befpeak the vengeful foul. 
Sounds terrific, horrid cries, 

Victor fhouts, and groans arife, 
Stalking o’er the heaps of dead, 
Blood-ftain’d vengeance rears her head, 
And with thee thro’ all the plain, 
Fiercely wakes the war amain. 
Scenes that give delight to thee, 
May they never vifit me! 

Hence depart, and feek the plains, 
Where infernal difcord reigns, 

Or where ftorms receive their birth, 
Thence impel the tempeft forth ; 
Make the billows louder roar, 
Fiercer blafts aflail the fhore ; 

*Mid the whirlwind’s rufhing ftream 
Reign thou there, and reign fupreme: 
But betake thee from my breaft, 
There fhall rule a milder gueft. 
Heuce vindictive pailion flee, 

I’m enrag’d alone at thee. 





EUSEBIUS. 








